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Welcome to Year 1!  

This term we will be using the ‘Jungle Book’ story to explore our new Curious Curriculum theme 

‘Where I belong’.  We want to encourage the children to be inquisitive about who they are, their 

families, school, the local environment and beyond.  As scientists, we would like to find out more 

about animals, including humans and use animal patterns to explore our creativity as artists.  

Rudyard Kipling was born in India, so as geographers and world faith thinkers we could find out 

more about the country and culture.  We will use the children’s interests and questions to steer 

the learning.     

This year, we continue to develop our maths mastery, strengthening and deepening our skills as 

mathematicians.  This term we are building confidence with numbers and problem solving, using a 

range of practical activities and visual images and will be learning how to record our maths. 

As readers and writers, we continue to build phonic skills and will be using a wide range of books 

linked to bears and jungle animals (in addition to the Jungle Book) to inspire us.  We will use the 

original Disney animation of Jungle Book (U) to support the book but would like to show a couple of 

short suitable clips from the 2016 version (PG) to stimulate discussion.     

Mrs Fletcher and Mrs Mitchell will continue to teach music and dance on a Wednesday afternoon 

throughout the school.  We will have a half term of each.      

Our daily routine consists of short whole class sessions on the carpet, adult led group activities 

and child initiated or adult directed independent activities.  We have a daily focus on writing, 

maths and phonics (reading) as well as a broad and balanced curriculum through our curious 

curriculum, PE and RE. We use our outside area for learning across the seasons so please make sure 

your child has a jumper (named) and coat in school every day.  The children will still have the 

opportunity to select their own activities to consolidate and extend their learning through play.  

They are encouraged to challenge themselves and will be required to complete adult led activities 

when asked.        

Please ensure that your child has the correct PE kit in school. Our PE day may change each week 

depending on the timetable so it is important that their kit stays in school.  Year 1 will be swimming 

with Mrs Barry on a Monday afternoon as long as the weather permits.  Please bring swimming kits 

in on a Monday morning.      

We will continue to send home a brief overview of the week in the red Home Learning Book.  

Please use this to help support your child with their learning at home through practical activities 

and discussion. Your child is welcome to use their home learning book to record activities linked to 

the learning but please make sure they use it correctly (one page per week).  We are happy for 

your child to share any resources or experiences with the class if it is linked to our learning.  This 

is in addition to Show and Tell where your child will be invited to bring something in of their 

choice.  Please look out for an invitation in the home learning book.       
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Regular reading (at least four days a week) at home is essential to support your child’s progress.  

We ask parents to support and encourage their child to recognise simple words, build their phonic 

skills and talk about the pictures.  Please date and sign their yellow reading record when you have 

heard them read.  Children must bring their reading book and reading record into school every day.  

Every child who has read at home at least four days in a week will be awarded a reading medal to 

wear in school on a Friday.  This is to encourage every child to read at home and we ask parents to 

support us with this.  Please do not complete the reading record if your child has not read.  We 

encourage books to be reread two or three times to consolidate new words and develop fluency.  

Please continue sharing bedtime stories and library books with your child - our aim is to develop a 

love of books and reading so keep it fun!     

We continue to develop phonics through Letters and Sounds.  Year One children will be required 

to complete a statutory assessment known as the Phonic Screening Check in June 2019.  This 

focuses on your child’s knowledge of phonic sounds and segmenting and blending skills to read 

words.  Please support your child with this by practising phonics regularly at home through 

suggested phonic games and activities and reading.   

Year One children are also required to practise spellings at home. They can write out the words, 

call them out to you or any other activity that helps them learn (e.g. magnetic letters).  Our 

spelling scheme focuses on National Curriculum expectations and provides continuity throughout 

the school.  Research shows that spellings are embedded if practised regularly over two weeks so 

children are assessed on a fortnightly basis.  We want your child to be using the spellings correctly 

in writing before moving them on.   

We cannot emphasise enough the impact regular practise of sounds and reading at home has 

on your child’s progress.  We will report on the contribution homework (Phonics, spellings, reading 

and Mathletics) has made to children’s learning at our parent consultations in both October and 

February. 

Rewards can be earned throughout the curriculum for effort and achievement.  Within class, 

children receive Superstar Stickers for working hard and for achievement, with a certificate 

awarded every time they gain ten stickers.  House points can also be earned for behaviour or 

helping others and can be given by any adult in the school.  Friday’s assembly celebrates two 

children from each class who are awarded a certificate for something they have achieved that 

week.  Mrs Robinson also awards a Hope, Faith and Love certificate to one child from each class.  

Other awards presented are for best class attendance, tidiest classroom and whole school house 

point totals for the week.          

Parent consultations will take place at the end of term (October) where we will have an opportunity 

to discuss your child’s progress and next steps.  Thank you for your support.    

Teacher-Mrs Cullingworth       Teaching Assistant-Mrs Smith  

 


