
Newsletter 
Icklesham Church of England Primary School 

 
 

1st February 2019 Issue  19 

Ofsted Success! 
This week we were finally able to share our wonderful Ofsted letter. The Section 8 inspection is a short  
inspection of schools who are already judged to be ’Good’. We were delighted that the letter reflects the buzz of 
learning in our classes, care of every child and ever higher results, valuing all the hard work that goes in to every 
single day. Thank you for all the wonderful comments from parents and carers during and after the visit. As 
mentioned in the report, both ‘next steps’ were already identified by the school and the work continues with 
gusto as we strive to perfect our curious curriculum and maths mastery approaches. On Thursday, following 
whole school training in June, we had the first of three visits from Helen Hackett, a maths leader from Birming-
ham, who continued our maths mastery training. On this visit we looked at how children can most effectively 
record their learning. We use maths ‘journals’ for children to write, record and draw their ideas, showing us 
their underlying understanding of mathematical concepts. In the upcoming parent consultation meetings chil-
dren will be able to show you what this looks like in their own maths journals. Make sure you allow plenty of 
time to look through them!  
In terms of the curious curriculum, we are in the process of planning a whole school ‘curriculum passport’ which 
enables us to track children’s journeys through the knowledge aspects of the National Curriculum. This includes 
specifics such as ’the impact of the Roman Empire on Britain ’ which are statutory. We aim to do this while  
continuing to reflect children’s own curiosity and keep our curriculum creative! We strongly believe the  
Icklesham curiosity driven curriculum is a vital part of our children’s experience of learning and we know it’s  
impact is incredible. As a result of this impact we have been invited to share our research work with East Sussex 
Schools at a Conference at the De La Warr Pavilion on the 6th of February, and on 12th February our research 
partners from ‘Spirals of Enquiry’ will visit the school to see our curious curriculum in action. We look forward to 
sharing children’s work at both these exciting events. 

Football—Round 2—Icklesham Win Again! 
Icklesham football team played against favourites Sandown on Thursday 31st of January. The final score was 6-2 
after two halves of twenty minutes. The conditions weren’t very good either; it was minus 6 degrees, on a very 
muddy pitch. We scored in the first two minutes and were 3-0 up at half-time. Giving us a strong start. The    
second half was different, we scored again in the first two minutes but five minutes later Sandown scored two in 
quick succession. But then we ran away with it. The goals came from Ford (3), Cody (1), Amaro (1) and an own 
goal from a Sandown defender. Overall the team played extremely well and did the school proud. Our thanks to 
Mr Wallis for his outstanding coaching and to the parents and PTFA for providing refreshments and support on 
the day.  

In Memory 
Today we remember with love Valerie Luff, a dear friend to the school over many years, who has passed away at 
the age of 93. Mrs Luff was a magnificent supporter of the school for many, many years, and not only as a very 
proactive governor. Mrs Higgs writes: 
'Valerie always gave generously of her time, e.g. ringing the bell every 10 mins at parents evening and making 
tea and coffee for the teachers. She was always in school hearing children read and helping in assembly. She 
would attend all the Friends events e.g. Christmas and Summer fairs and help with school visits.’  Mrs Luff was a 
kind person like no other, she loved our school and did so much to support us. Our thought and prayers are with 
her family and friends.  
Coming up: PTFA Valentine Disco Friday 15th February.  
Our Spring Parent Consultation Meetings will be in the week after half term. See dates on the reverse of this 
newsletter.  
 



 
DATES Academic Year 2018 / 2019 

Here are some dates for your diary. We will update these each week. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advance Notice Inset Days 
Inset Days for this academic year 2018-2019: Monday 3rd, Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th June 
East Sussex Term Dates for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 can be found on the East Sussex Website 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/  Paper copies can be requested from the school office. 

Class Awards  
Bear Class Mrs Cullingworth 

Evie—super maths 
Finley B—super diagraphs in phonics 

Orangutan Class Mr Cornes 
Johnie—excellent reading at home 

Gabriel—being an all round brilliant learner 
Panther Class Mrs Maskell 

Peggy—fantastic contribution to maths lessons 
Annie—working hard in maths 

Python Class Mrs Isaac 
Lauren—excellent work in percentages 

Football team—excellent result against Sandown 
 

Head Teacher Awards  
Hope Faith and Love 

Bear Class Mrs Cullingworth 
Elliott—being a motivated learner 

Orangutan Class Mr Cornes 
Christie—for her constant enthusiasm,  

engagement and positivity 
Panther Class Mrs Maskell 

Grace F—being a positive and kind member 
of the class 

Python Class Mrs Isaac 
Xanthe—improved independent learning 

 

Head Teacher Awards:  
Politeness:   Ellie, Bear Class 
Caretaker Award:  -  Bear Class, A great effort to keep cloakroom and classroom tidy 
Attendance Award: The class with the most children who have beaten our school attendance 
target of ‘96% and above’ is :  Orangutan Class 
House Points: Oast House  

February 2019 
6th—Business Ambassadors—for those involved 
14th—Clubs finish 
15th—PTFA Disco 
15th—Last Day of Term 3 
25th - First Day of Term 4 
26th—Parent Consultation Meeting 3:30 - 5 
27th—Parents Consultation Meeting 8-9am 
28th—Parent Consultation Meeting 3:30 - 6 


