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Chinese New Year This week all classes have been learning about Chinese New Year and on Thursday a Lion Dancing 
group from Buckswood School came to visit. Python Class made posters about the Shang Dynasty and created bunting 
with Chinese written emotions. Bears have been making lanterns, pictures of dragons and writing Chinse letters and num-
bers. Orangutans have learned about Chinese inventions and the animals linked to the year they were born in. For exam-
ple 2009 is the year of the Ox.  Panthers plotted China’s geographical features and learnt about inventions such as fire-
works and ice cream.  We also wrote letters explaining the meaning of Chinese Lunar New Year and inviting friends to tra-
ditional activities. Reporters - Millie and Grace. 
Business Ambassadors On the 6th of February, the Business Ambassadors went to the fire station and the Summerfield’s 
sports centre. First we went to the fire station and were taught how to survive a fire. Then we went to see the fire engine 
which we all got in, then the emergency alarm went off so we had to quickly get out! We were able to watch the  
firefighters in action! We then went into the training chamber, where the firefighters train if there’s a fire. They have to 
save a dummy to pass the test. We all entered and had a chance to go upstairs. We also lifted up the dummy. Next, we 
went to Summerfield’s sports centre where we were able to look at all of the lessons and activity’s they participated in. 
Reporters - Mia, Pearl and Leo. 
Lunch Sittings The children have been at their current lunch tables for 3 terms now so we have decided to have a 
change. The children will all have the opportunity to sit with at least one classmate and also be encouraged to chat with 
younger or older children at our mixed grouped tables. Bear Class will continue to eat at first sitting at 12pm but will now 
be joined by Panther Class children who are looking forward to helping out and meeting their new friends. Python and 
Orangutan Class will eat at second sitting at 12:30. When we change tables it sometimes takes us a few days to get it just 
right so we will be making some minor adjustments until then.  
Join our Governing Board Have you ever considered becoming a school governor? Your school needs you! During the  
upcoming parent consultation evenings, parent governors Hannah Betts and Katie Leonard will be on hand to share  
information about becoming a school governor and answer any questions you may have. We will be recruiting for the  
position of parent governor soon so why not take this opportunity to find out more? 
Lateness Please can I remind parents that children should be at school from 8:45 and in class for 8:55. Lateness has an  
impact on the whole class as teachers have to stop and start again for those who arrive late. Our children tell us that they 
feel bad when they arrive late and everyone else knows what they are doing and that their class get really fed up with it. If 
lateness is something your child is faced with please think about a change of routine, such as getting up earlier, so that 
your child can have the best start to their day and so can their class. Mrs Barry provides me with a list every day of those 
who arrive after the children have gone into class. I will be writing to individual parents where this is a regular occurrence. 
Thank you for your support. I would also like to thank those who always manage to get to school on time—it is greatly  
appreciated.  
Coming up:  
Preparations for Hastings Musical Festival 
Mrs Fletcher is busy getting the Choir and Mr Cornes Class ready for the upcoming Hastings Musical Festival. Both will  
perform on Friday 15th March. More details to come for those involved.  
PTFA Valentine Disco Friday 15th February - Mufti for cakes please! 
We are all looking forward to the Valentine Disco next Friday. Children can wear mufti all day in return for a  
donation of cakes. Please come along to support this popular event. As always children in Year R, 1 and 2 must be  
accompanied by an adult, £1 entry. 
Our Spring Parent Consultation Meetings will be in the week after half term. See dates on the reverse of this newsletter.  
The sign up sheets will be available 3.15 on Monday 11th Feb in the reception area with Mrs Barry.  
Bear Class Stay and Play sessions will be held on Tuesday 26th and Thursday 28th from 2pm. More details in the chil-
dren’s home learning books.  
Parking 
Can we please urge parents to park sensibly, please do not block driveways and make sure you leave enough room for  
vehicles to access High Fords, Tithe Barn etc. Please also refrain from parking on the grass as local residents have to pay 
for the repairs! 
 



DATES Academic Year 2018 / 2019 
Here are some dates for your diary. We will update these each week. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advance Notice Inset Days 
Inset Days for this academic year 2018-2019: Monday 3rd, Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th June 
East Sussex Term Dates for 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 can be found on the East Sussex Website 
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/  Paper copies can be requested from the school office. 

Class Awards  
Bear Class Mrs Cullingworth 

Nathan—being a motivated mathematician 
Emma—super reading and writing 

Orangutan Class Mr Cornes 
Theo—brilliant reading at school and being a reading star 

Millie J—being a brilliant member of the team, always  
trying her best 

Panther Class Mrs Maskell 
Will—listening well and creating Chinese paper 

Daisie—excellent work in all lessons  
Python Class Mrs Isaac 

Mei—always working hard 
Alisha—excellent effort in spellings 

 

Head Teacher Awards  
Hope Faith and Love 

Bear Class Mrs Cullingworth 
Thomas—good listening and good role  

model to others 
Orangutan Class Mr Cornes 

Arthur—being a kind member or the team 
and looking after others 

Panther Class Mrs Maskell 
Jasmine—fantastic learning and always 

 helpful 
Python Class Mrs Isaac 

Max—helping Mrs Osborn in the hall 

Head Teacher Awards:  
Politeness:  Kyron, Panther Class 
Caretaker Award:  -  Panther Class -  A great effort to keep cloakroom and classroom tidy 
Attendance Award: The class with the most children who have beaten our school attendance 
target of ‘96% and above’ is :  Bear Class, again!!! Well done Bears! 
House Points: Church House  

February 2019 
12th—Time To Dance , The White Rock Theatre, for those involved 
14th—Clubs finish 
15th—PTFA Disco 
15th—Last Day of Term 3 
25th - First Day of Term 4 
26th - Bear Class Stay and Play from 2pm 
26th—Parent Consultation Meeting 3:30 - 5 
27th—Parents Consultation Meeting 8-9am 
28th - Bear Class Stay and Play from 2pm 
28th—Parent Consultation Meeting 3:30 - 6 

March 2019 
15th—Hastings Musical Festival School Choirs, for those involved 

 April 2019 
3rd - PTFA meeting 2pm at School 
5th - Easter Service in Church 9:30  
5th - Last Day of Term 4 


